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PAUL'S METHOD OF EVANGELIZATION. 



By Professor Edward I. Boswoeth, 
Oberlin Theological Seminary, Oberlin, O. 



Paul's method of doing his work was determined, in large 
measure, by his conception of the work to be done. 

Paul conceived himself to have been personally appointed 
by Jesus the Messiah to go to the entire non-Jewish population 
of the Roman empire and proclaim to them the messianic Lord- 
ship of Jesus. The foremost feature of his personal conscious- 
ness was the fact that he was an apostle of Jesus Christ to the 
gentiles. He considered himself to be a trustee of the gospel : 
"We have been approved of God to be intrusted with the 
gospel." 1 He had been put in charge of certain great secrets 
that had laid for ages in the mind of God, but were now to be 
generally disseminated by himself and his associates. "Now to 
him that is able to establish you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery which hath been kept in silence through times eternal, 
but now is manifested, and by the scriptures of the prophets, 
according to the commandment of the eternal God, is made 
known unto all the nations unto obedience of faith." 2 In the 
discharge of this responsibility these men were conscious of 
being on the stage of the universe. The attention of men and 
angels was riveted upon them : " For, I think, God hath set forth 
us the apostles last of all, as men doomed to death ; for we 
are made a spectacle unto the world, both to angels and men." 3 

What Paul sought was the practical recognition of the Lord- 
ship of Jesus on the part of every individual he met. Such 
practical recognition he called "exercising faith in," or "believ- 
ing on," the Lord Jesus Christ. To have faith in any person is 
to accept him for what he represents himself to be and to treat 
him accordingly. In this case it consisted in recognizing Jesus 

1 1 Thess. 2:4. 2 Rom. 16:25, 26. 3 1 Cor. 4 : 9. 
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as the messianic Lord he had represented himself to be and in 
treating him accordingly, that is, surrendering to him without 
reserve as Lord. It is only an exceedingly simple message that 
can produce such intense earnestness as characterized Paul. His 
message was certainly exceedingly simple, although its simplicity 
is not at first recognized. To many minds the term "Pauline 
theology" does not at once suggest simplicity. From the earliest 
days his epistles have had the reputation of containing "some 
things hard to understand." 4 This reputation, so far as we are 
concerned, is due partly to the fact that much of Paul's discus- 
sion in his letters is with Pharisees, or with those who are in 
danger of yielding to the arguments of pharisaic propagandists. 
His discussions are therefore necessarily presented in a form that 
is not always congenial to the western mind. Since Paul has 
been more faithfully studied from the standpoint of historical 
exegesis, it has become evident that, however difficult it may be 
to understand him at certain points, the main issue that he 
presents is absolutely clear and unmistakable. He considered 
that two words were enough to confess one's self a Christian. 
Simply to say "Lord Jesus," and mean it, was to make the great 
confession; to say "anathema Jesus" was to renounce Chris- 
tianity. 5 "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shall be 
saved," was his instant response to the centurion in charge of 
the Philippian prison. Sometimes he called attention to the 
exceeding simplicity of his message: "The word is nigh thee, 
in thy mouth and in thy heart; that is, the word of faith which 
we preach, that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that God raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved." 6 He had many other things to 
say, but this was the essential part of his message. To recog- 
nize the Lordship of Jesus Christ and to begin to live a life 
appropriate in the case of one looking for his Lord's kingdom, 
Paul regarded as the immediate duty of every man. 

Another feature of Paul's conception of his work helped to 
determine his method; namely, his belief that his task could be 
accomplished in his own lifetime. It seemed to him practicable 

4 2 Pet. 3:16. s 1 Cor. 12:3. 6 Rom. 10:8, 9. 
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to go through the empire with his proclamation and to report at 
his Lord's coming that the work he had been sent out to do was 
done. His work therefore shaped itself before him as a definite 
problem : to reach the entire non-Jewish population of the empire 
within the limits of a single lifetime. To accomplish this required 
executive ability, and such ability Paul certainly possessed. Per- 
haps he had inherited it from his shrewd old pharisaic ancestry. 7 
The administrative genius of the family may have shown itself 
in some emergency, and in this way have won the political reward 
of Roman citizenship which the family enjoyed. One who had 
Paul's executive ability and his definite conception of his life- 
work would naturally go systematically about its accomplish- 
ment, and would note carefully the progress that was being made 
from year to year. There is evidence that Paul did this. We 
have in his letter to the Romans a casual report of such a survey 
of the progress of Christianity in the empire. There he notes 
that the ground was well covered from Jerusalem to Illyricum, 
and that he was ready to take up his long-delayed plan to found 
a Spanish mission on the western edge of the world. 8 His state- 
ment to the Colossian brethren that the gospel was increasing 
and bearing fruit among them "as in all the world" 9 is not a 
mere idle phrase, but is rather the grateful utterance of one who, 
as it were, had just lifted his eyes from another prolonged and 
prayerful contemplation of the world map. 

What, then, may be said regarding his method of accomplish- 
ing so ambitious an enterprise? 

I. He established centers of evangelization in strategic cities. 
These strategic cities were on the great highways of the empire 
or were great seaports. In South Galatia, where the vast dimen- 
sions of his mission seem fully to have dawned upon him, and 
where he began to go systematically about its accomplishment, 10 
he worked chiefly in Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe — 
great cities on important roads. Philippi and Thessalonica 
were on the great Egnatian highway. Ephesus and Corinth 
were seaports. He had evidently made a careful study of the 

i Acts 23 : 6, " I am a son of Pharisees." 

8 Rom. 15:20-28. 'Col. 1:6. •"Acts 13:44-49. 
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roads and waterways of the empire. Doubtless he was at times 
perplexed and changed his plans. Of such perplexity and 
change there is evidence in Acts 16:6-10, but he kept to the 
great strategically located centers of population. Out from these 
centers he worked upon the surrounding country. Professor 
Knowling notes that "Paul had a keen eye for the most important 
stations of Roman government." 11 These centers of government 
would necessarily be constantly visited by men from all parts of 
the province. In South Galatia he reached out into the regiones 
of Antioch, 12 Lystra, and Derbe, 13 as Professor Ramsay has 
shown. From Ephesus as a center he reached the entire province 
of Asia. 1 * 

2. He formally preached the Lordship of Jesus. He was 
above all things else a preacher : "Christ sent me, not to baptize, 
but to preach the gospel." 15 It was his good fortune to find in 
every city a meeting-house and an audience in it. These were 
in the ghetto. The Jewish synagogue and the audience of Jews, 
with its fringe of interested and Jehovah-worshiping gentiles, 
was his starting-point. There he presented his case publicly and 
formally. He called attention to the new discovery in the 
exegesis of the Jewish scriptures ; namely, that these scriptures 
really predicted a death and resurrection of the Messiah. Jesus, 
he said, had died and been resurrected, and was therefore identi- 
fied as the Messiah. 16 This staple argument of the Nazarenes 
was always the beginning of his work in the synagogue. As 
soon as the patience of the synagogue authorities was exhausted 
and he was no longer allowed the privilege of the platform, he 
continued his preaching in some other place. Sometimes he 
rented a public hall, as in Ephesus, where he occupied the 
lecture room of a professor of rhetoric, according to the Bezan 
manuscript, from eleven a. m. to four p. m. 17 Sometimes he 
preached in the commodious house of a well-to-do convert, as in 
Corinth, where the house of the gentile Christian, Titus Justus, 
next door to the synagogue, became his preaching place. 18 

"Expositor's Greek Testament, Vol. II, p. 382. 

"Acts 13:49. J <Acts 19:10. "Acts 17:2, 3. 

"Acts 14:6. 'Si Cor. 1:17. "Acts 19:8, 9. ,8 Acts 18:7. 
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3. He held personal interviews. Naturally, after the presenta- 
tion of Paul's startling views on the sabbath in the synagogue, 
frequent callers would visit him during the week in the bazaar 
where he worked at his trade. In this way the large number of 
personal relationships which existed between Paul and his con- 
verts were formed. "You know how we dealt with each one of 
you," he wrote to the Thessalonians, 1 ' and when these words 
were read to the Thessalonian church, each remembered his own 
hours of personal agument and inquiry with the Christian rabbi. 
Paul's conception of the Lordship of Jesus and of his own com- 
mission to proclaim it absolutely mastered him, and must have 
been a frequent theme of conversation. His own profound reli- 
gious experience necessarily made him an inveterate propagan- 
dist. The book of Acts pictures him industriously discussing in 
the Athenian agora with the university professors and students; 
it represents him reminding the Ephesian elders that for three 
years he had not ceased to admonish everyone night and day ; 2 ° 
and doubtless many a fellow-voyager over the blue waters of 
the Mediterranean had memories of long conversations with a 
strangely sociable Jewish rabbi. The experience of a modern 
missionary "touring" is probably that in modern life which 
most nearly parallels the experience of Paul. 

4. He worked through a body of trained assistants. Paul 
realized at once that he could not carry out his plan unaided. 
He seems, therefore, to have organized a company of assistants. 
They constituted a kind of flying squadron, the different mem- 
bers of which could be detached at any time and sent to places 
of need. These men appear repeatedly in Paul's correspondence, 
going here and there on delicate errands of evangelism, dealing 
with disorders, helping to settle perplexing questions, bringing 
in to Paul reports from the churches, bearing back from Paul 
letters, some of which have come down to us. Particularly dur- 
ing Paul's imprisonment these men were the ones through whom 
his personal influence was brought directly to bear upon the 
churches that sorely needed his presence. Paul loved and 
honored these men, though they were not always satisfactory 

"1 Thess. 2: 11. 2 ° Acts 20:31. 
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to him. Indeed, some of them seem at times to have been 
exceedingly exasperating. Paul was ready at one time to say 
of some of them: "They all seek their own, not the things of 
Jesus Christ." 2I He could sympathize with the modern mis- 
sionary in all his relations, pleasant and unpleasant, with his 
native pastors ! His appreciation of the importance of the 
function performed by these men is evident from the pungency 
and vigor with which he sometimes stirred them up when they 
began to grow lax. What a sermon one of them must have 
preached the Sunday after he received this message from the 
prison: "I charge thee in the sight of God and of Christ Jesus, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead, and by his appearing 
and his kingdom, preach the word!" " Paul saw that unless these 
men attended to their business, the Lordship of Jesus would not 
be proclaimed and his great enterprise would not be completed. 
5. He provided for the organization and ethical training of 
Christian churches. Paul did not conceive that his evangelism 
was an exclusively individual matter. His work was not done 
when he had secured the confession of the Lordship of Jesus 
from unrelated individuals. He gathered these individuals 
into groups and left them with a sense of some organic unity. 
This organic unity was the natural expression of a genuine 
spiritual unity. The individual members were drawn together 
by the strongest possible bonds : a common friend, deliverance 
from a common danger, a common hope, and a common work. 
All of these bonds centered in the person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ who was their common friend, their common deliverer, 
the author of their common hope, and the one who assigned 
them their common work. It is not necessary to discuss the 
form of the organization. It is more important to recognize 
that the careful ethical instruction and training of this organi- 
zation were regarded by Paul as an essential part of his great 
work of evangelization. The references in his epistles to the 
"traditions" 2i that his converts had received from him during 
his presence with them very likely imply definite and practi- 
cal catechetical instruction. The prominence given to ethical 

al Phil. 2:21. M 2 Tim. 4: 1, 2. ^iCor.ll^. 
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teaching in the so-called practical sections of his epistles is 
evidence of his estimate of the importance of ethical instruc- 
tion. The statement in 2 Cor. 1 1 : 28, 29 bears eloquent testi- 
mony to his constant concern for his converts after they had 
confessed their acceptance of the Lordship of Jesus, and to his 
recognition of the fact that their ethical training constituted an 
essential part of his great life-work: "There is that which 
presses upon me daily, anxiety for all the churches. Who is 
weak, and I am not in imagination by his side sharing his weak- 
ness ? Who stumbles into sin, and I am not in sympathetic 
imagination burned by the heat of his temptation ? " Paul's con- 
ception of the Messiah's judgment, and of the consummation of 
the kingdom of God that should succeed the judgment, was such 
as to call for habitual righteous living on the part of those who 
waited for their Lord: "Ye know how we dealt with each one 
of you as a father with his own children, exhorting you and 
encouraging you, and testifying to the end that ye should walk 
worthily of God who called you into his kingdom and glory." 2 * 
This brief discussion of Paul's life-work, and of the methods 
employed by him in accomplishing it, is not without direct bear- 
ing upon the present situation. We are coming to a Pauline 
recognition of the extreme simplicity of the main issue that is 
presented by Christianity to him who would become a Christian. 
Many things related to the main issue are not so simple. It is 
the glory of Christianity that it stimulates inquiry into the deep 
questions of philosophy, metaphysics, and science ; but perhaps 
never since the apostolic days has it been so evident that the 
main issue can be met at once, and that the metaphysical ques- 
tions related to the main issue are subordinate and can be met 
at leisure. The appeal of Christian evangelism is for a practical 
acceptance in life of the control of Jesus Christ — a living, mor- 
ally regenerating, personal power ; and the reasons for such 
acceptance can be stated with a clearness and cogency that have 
not always been possible. The closer study of the New Testa- 
ment in the spirit of historical exegesis is rapidly restoring to 

a < I Thess. 2:11, 12. 
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our conceptions of Christian truth an apostolic simplicity that is 
essential to effective evangelization on a world-wide scale. 

It would quite likely be a decided advantage also if the 
church of today could see its problem of evangelization with 
something of the definiteness which which it appeared to Paul. 
Our world is much larger than Paul's Roman empire, and the 
"consummation of the age" does not seem so near to us as it 
did to Paul. But the spirit of combination for the accomplish- 
ment of vast enterprises that pervades the business world begins 
also to affect the religious world. It does not quite seem an 
idle dream to conceive that a number of missionary societies 
should look out upon the entire unevangelized world, determine 
where its strategic points of influence are, assign them by mutual 
agreement to a certain section, or certain sections, of the church, 
and so proceed with Pauline directness and simplicity to the 
accomplishment of a definitely outlined enterprise. It would be 
far easier to command the money requisite for such an achieve- 
ment if it could be made evident to business men that a definite, 
clearly outlined enterprise, with a beginning and an end, how- 
ever vast, was being systematically undertaken. It certainly 
would be easier to secure the far more important spiritual con- 
ditions requisite for successful evangelization if it. could be felt 
that all, or a large part, of the Christian church was undertaking 
the enterprise in a spirit of mutual co-operation and Christian 
unity. The process of simplifying theological thought that is 
now going on prepares the way for the elimination of confusion 
in the field of practical evangelization. The increasingly clearer 
recognition of the fact that the evangelistic issue is simple and 
the same in all sections of the Christian church facilitates com- 
bination in the field of objective endeavor. 



